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I. OVERVIEW
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2016 Election Results

Local Measures:

• Measure G: Allow medical cannabis businesses?

- passed 55/45%

• Measure H: Allow recreational cannabis 

businesses? 

- passed 54/46%

• Measure I: Tax cannabis businesses?

- passed 64/36%

State Measure:

• Prop 64: Decriminalize recreational cannabis?

- passed 56/44%
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What Do The Election Results Mean?

A majority of Inyo County electorate supports 

some form(s) of commercial cannabis businesses 

in Inyo County.

And, an even greater majority of Inyo County 

electorate voted to tax commercial cannabis 

businesses in Inyo County.

• Note:  Prop 64 ≠ Medical Cannabis Regula5on & Safety Act
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What Do The Election Results Mean?

With public and stakeholder input, the County will 

develop regulations for:

• The types of cannabis businesses allowed to 

operate in Inyo County;

• The locations where those businesses may 

operate;

• How and when those businesses will be 

allowed to operate; and,

• Possibly, the reasonable regulation of 

personal cultivation of cannabis.

• Note:  Prop 64 ≠ Medical Cannabis Regula5on & Safety Act
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Current State Law (after passage of Prop 64)

State Law:

• No public consumption

• No smoking/vaping where tobacco is prohibited

• Not for kids

must be over 21 to use, possess, or be on business 

premises

• No cultivation / businesses within 600 feet of schools or 

daycares

• No smoking within 1000 feet of schools

Except within private residence if odor not detectable on 

school grounds

• No possession on school or daycare property

• No driving while intoxicated

• No smoking in a vehicle (even passengers)

• No unsecured outdoor cultivation

• No unsecured inventory
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What Can Inyo County regulate?
(CANNOT REGULATE TRIBAL LANDS OR CITY OF BISHOP)

Personal Cultivation

County can adopt “reasonable regulations” governing 

the cultivation of up to 6 plants for personal use.

Commercial Cannabis Businesses

County may allow or prohibit commercial cannabis 

businesses.

• Cultivation, Manufacturing, Testing, Distribution, 

Retail Sales, Micro-Business

• business type / time / place / manner regulations 

County may develop regulations that are more restrictive 

than the State minimum standards
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What Can Inyo County regulate?
(CANNOT REGULATE TRIBAL LANDS OR CITY OF BISHOP)

State standards = minimum standards:

• Distance from schools 

• Health and Safety / Testing

• Environmental Protection

• Worker Protections

• Security

County may develop regulations that are more restrictive 

than the State minimum standards
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II.  REGULATION OF PERSONAL CULTIVATION
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PERSONAL CANNABIS CULTIVATION

Possible Inyo County cannabis regulations: 

County:

• Cannot ban indoor cultivation

• May ban outdoor cultivation

• Or, May restrict (e.g., # of plants outside, 

size, location, etc.) outdoor cultivation

State Law:

• Cultivation of up to 6 plants per residence for 

personal use

• Must be in a locked area

• Cannot be visible from public place
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Indoor v. Outdoor Cultivation
Community Considerations

• Odor

• Security

• Water Use

• Energy Use

• Building Code & Safety Issues

• Costs

• Available locations

• Buffer Zones (e.g., 300-500-feet from property line)

• County Fees (licensing, inspection, permits)

• Indoor

• Outdoor

• Enforcement 11



Personal Cannabis Cultivation

County:

• May create other reasonable regulations (for personal 

cultivation of both indoor and/or outdoor):

• Odor

• Building Code / Safety

• Indoor cultivation locations (bathrooms, hallways, etc.)

• Express landlord approval

• Outdoor cultivation distance from schools

• Permits & fees

• Limits on plant height

• Property line set backs

• Contiguous Operation 

• Registration Process

• Limit number of outdoor plants
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Personal Cannabis Cultivation

Discussion:

Would you like the County to consider 

establishing reasonable regulations around 

personal cannabis cultivation undertaken by you 

or your neighbors? 

What about within the County in general?
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III. COMMERCIAL CANNABIS BUSINESSES
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Commercial Cannabis
Local Land Use Approaches

• Ban (rejected by voters)

• Overlay District

• Permitted use in specific zones

• Conditional use in specific zones

• Existing Zones:

• Open Space

• Residential

• Rural, Single Family, Multiple, Mobilehomes

• Commercial

• Business, Retail, Hwy, Heavy, Professional, 

Recreation

• Industrial

• Light, General

15



Types* of Cannabis Businesses

• Cultivation

• Manufacturing

• Testing (no combination with other licenses)

• Distribution (between licensed businesses)

• Retail Sales 

• delivery services

• Microbusiness

• delivery services

*Each type corresponds to distinct State licenses
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Commercial

Retailer
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Commercial Cultivation State Licenses

Type 1 (A & B) 

“Specialty”  Less than 5,000 square feet 

indoor/outdoor grow area (e.g., 50’x100’)

Type 2 (A & B)

“Small” 5,001 – 10,000 square feet 

indoor/outdoor grow area (e.g., up to 100’x 100’)
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Commercial Cultivation State Licenses

Type 3 (A & B)

“Medium” 10,001 – 22,000 square feet indoor 

grow area, or 10,001 to ≤ 1 acre outdoor grow 

area

*Note: one (1) acre = 43,560 square feet

Type 4

“Nursery” no size limitations

Type 5

“Large” greater than 22,000 square feet indoor 

grow area, or > 1 acre outdoor grow area

(Not available prior to Jan 1, 2023) 20















Commercial Cannabis Cultivation
DISCUSSION

What, if any size – indoor and/or outdoor – commercial cannabis 

cultivation businesses should be allowed in and around your 

community?

• Type 1 (A & B) “Specialty”  Less than 5,000 square feet

• Type 2 (A & B) “Small” 5,001 – 10,000 square feet

• Type 3 (A & B) “Medium” 10,001 – 22,000 square feet ( ≤ 1 acre 

outdoor)

• Type 4 “Nursery” no size limitations

• Type 5 “Large” greater than 22,000 square feet ( > 1 acre 

outdoor)

Where, if anywhere, should commercial cannabis cultivation be 

permitted in and around your community?  

Medical v. Recreational? 

Should outdoor cultivation be subject to buffer zones?
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Commercial Cannabis

Manufacturing Businesses

Level 1 – non-volatile solvents or no solvents

Level 2 – volatile solvents

• Quality control considerations v. danger
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Commercial Cannabis

Manufacturing Business
The County allows for manufacturing activities in the:

General Industrial and Extractive (M1) Zone

The M-1 district is intended to provide space in suitable 

locations in Inyo County for all types of manufacturing, 

warehousing, processing, mining, ore reduction and 

mineral development activities, provided such activity does 

not cause pollution of any human or natural resource.

Light Industrial (M2)

The M2 district is intended to provide a zone for suitable 

and appropriate areas for light, less intense, small scale 

manufacturing activities which normally take place within 

structures. Limited amount of outdoor storage or activities 

are acceptable, provided they are clearly accessory and 

incidental to the main use.
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Commercial Cannabis Manufacturing 

Business

Discussion:

How do you feel about permitting cannabis 

manufacturing  businesses in or around your 

community?

What about within the County in general?

Should manufacturing for medical purposes be 

treated differently?
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Commercial Cannabis
Retail / Micro Businesses

Retail ≈ Store Front

• County may allow or prohibit mobile delivery services

Microbusiness = combination (some or all of the following)

• Cultivation area < 10,000 square feet

• Distributor

• Level 1 Manufacturer

• Retailer

County may allow or prohibit on-site consumption

• Minimum Set-back from schools

• Not visible from public

• No alcohol consumption
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Commercial Cannabis
Retail / Micro Businesses

Retail sales are allowed in the Commercial Zones of:

Central Business (CB)

The purpose of the CB zoning district is to designate areas 

for a variety of small commercial retail, service, and offices 

uses, mixed use, as well as multi-family.

General Commercial and Retail (C1)

The primary purpose of and application of this district shall 

be to provide suitable lands and locations for various retail, 

service and commercial activities. 
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Commercial Cannabis
Retail / Micro Businesses

Highway Services and Tourist Commercial (C2)

The highway services and tourist commercial or C-2 district 

is established to provide space for highway and tourist 

related enterprises adjacent to major routes of travel.

But:

Commercial Districts do not allow for Agriculture

Commercial Districts do not allow for manufacturing

So: 

A new zone-type will need to be created if Inyo County 

will allow the full combination of licenses possible for 

microbusinesses.  Some partial combinations of licenses 

could be allowed without a new zone designation. 32





Commercial Cannabis 
Retail / Micro Businesses

Discussion:

How do you feel about permitting commercial 

cannabis retail businesses in your community?

What about within the County in general?

How do you feel about permitting commercial 

cannabis micro businesses in your community?

What about within the County in general?

Should medical retail/micro businesses be 

treated differently?
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Other Issues, Questions, 

Comments?
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