
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

Date: November 23, 2016 
 
To:  Josh Hart 
 

Organization:  County of Inyo 
 

From:  Jami Williams 
 

Title:  Principal 
 

Project Name:  North Sierra Corridor Plan, 
Specific Plan and EIR 
 

Project Number:  0425-01-UR16 
 

Topic:  Plan Concepts 
 

 
This memorandum summarizes plan concepts presented at the October 19, 2016 Advisory 
Committee meeting and community charrette. Topics include pedestrian, bicyclist, and motorist 
strategies and improvements.  
 

SUMMARY OF PRELIMINARY CONCEPTS 
 
Community Identity and Corridor Aesthetic 
The following key elements will contribute to the establishment of a collective community identity 
on the corridor, and highlight regional attractions and associated businesses on the corridor: 

 Install continuous sidewalks and bicycle lanes and/or multi-use trails, and 
establish more pedestrian crossings for the highway and its cross street approaches 
to encourage pedestrian activity and connectivity between all residential areas, businesses, 
and destinations.  

 Lower highway speed limits and make them consistent throughout the 
corridor. Average vehicle speeds below 40 mph on the North Sierra Highway will 
improve safety and help to prevent the presence of communities, businesses, and 
destinations on both sides of the highway to be largely overlooked by visitors and tourists. 

 Design and install consistent and attractive gateways and street furnishings to 
support and beautify the corridor and connect residents, businesses, and services. This 
will help with community identity and highway user awareness of the adjacent 
communities and destinations. 

 Make corridor “view shed” improvements, including eliminating parking and power 
lines within the State right of way wherever possible, and implementing a business signage 
program to increase the visibility of attractions, businesses, and services. 

 Provide corridor-specific development standards to facilitate market supported 
uses, improve walkability, and reconcile City and County Standards. Concepts include 
locating parking behind buildings and incentivizing driveway consolidation. 
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Corridor User Safety 
The following key elements will contribute to improved corridor user safety for all modes of 
transportation: 

 Continuous active transportation facilities to offer greater visibility and dedicated 
space for pedestrians, bicyclists, and disabled users. 

 Improved definition of motor vehicle driveway access and parking 
opportunities to reduce conflicts between automobiles and other users of the right-of-
way, and to make points of access and egress, where turning movements onto and off the 
highway more predictable to all highway users. 

 Transportation-related improvements for accident reduction and traffic 
calming to improve safety at signalized and un-signalized intersections on the North 
Sierra Highway. 

 
Bicyclist, Pedestrian and Disabled User Mobility 
The following key elements will contribute to improved mobility for bicyclists, pedestrians, and 
disabled users: 

 Continuous active transportation facilities to offer a safe and connected network 
within the Sustainable Corridor defined planning area for all mobility purposes, including 
utilitarian trips, safe routes to schools, events, emergencies, evacuations, other practical 
transportation, and recreation/fitness.  

 Further multi-modal integration within the right-of-way to improve practical 
mobility in the form of connected and easily navigable non-motorized transportation 
options between communities, businesses, and services on the North Sierra Highway 
corridor, and between corridor area communities and the City of Bishop, Bishop Unified 
Schools and other nearby destinations and recreation opportunities.   

 
Transit Services 
The following key elements will contribute to improved transit services and meeting state and 
federal transportation planning goals on the North Sierra Highway corridor: 

 Expand transit services and options, and introduce fixed route services on the 
North Sierra Highway corridor and beyond, thereby improving multi-modal 
mobility and accessibility, preserving the multi-modal transportation system, supporting a 
vibrant economy, improving public safety and security, fostering livable and healthy 
communities, promoting social equity, and helping citizens to practice environmental 
stewardship. 

 Provide transit-related amenities to increase the use and efficiency of existing on-
demand transit services, and in anticipation of introducing local fixed-route transit services 
on the North Sierra Highway corridor and beyond.  
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Traffic Volumes and Roadway Level of Service (Autos) 
The following key concepts will help to improve and/or maintain acceptable LOS on the North 
Sierra Highway corridor while also allowing for multi-modal transportation improvements: 

 Install additional traffic controls, including traffic signals on the North Sierra 
Highway, to better manage existing demand on the highway and on its cross-streets.  

 Adjust travel speeds and normalize flow rates, corridor-wide to make them 
more consistent with acceptable LOS for urbanized area arterials. 
 

Transportation/Traffic System Management (TSM) 
The following key concepts will help to improve TSM and resulting transportation operations and 
the efficiency of the corridor area roadway network, while also supporting multi-modal 
transportation improvements: 

 Pursue access management strategies to better define access and egress 
opportunities along the North Sierra Highway Corridor, to reduce the number of 
“conflict points” and to allow for other TSM strategies. 

 Study and install additional traffic controls and highway configuration changes 
to improve multi-modal integration and resulting corridor user safety and comfort, while 
maintaining or improving automobile and truck traffic throughput.  

 Establish stronger alternative north-south and east-west roadway links to 
relieve traffic on N. Main Street and improve overall roadway network efficiency.  

 Address Tri-County Fairgrounds orientation and access, as well as the Wye 
Road Opportunity Area to improve automobile traffic flow and circulation, and to 
accommodate greater multi-modal integration and active transportation mobility and 
access.  
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Typical Cross Section
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Preliminary Concepts
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Wye Road Opportunity Area
Preliminary Concept #1

 Four‐way signalized intersection 

 3 free right‐hand turns (anticipates 
east‐side route for possible future 
Bishop truck bypass)

 Repurposed bend for public 
automobile and truck parking, multi‐
use pathway, fairgrounds gates

 Elevated truck stop profile with Y‐area 
fuel tanks (USTs) and structures 
preserved, 2 exclusive driveway 
entrances, 1 exclusive exit/merge area, 
truck parking and dining/convenience 
store

 Possible land acquisition required 
(enlarged right of way



October 19, 2016

Wye Road Opportunity Area—
Preliminary Concept #2

 Four‐way signalized 
intersection with dedicated 
turning lanes.

 Allows opportunity for re‐
purposed bend

 Possible land acquisition 
required (enlarged right of 
way)

Source: Feasibility Study Report for 
“Bishop Wye Traffic Circulation 
Improvement” (Alternative 1), June, 
2009.
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Wye Road Opportunity Area—
Preliminary Concept #2

Preliminary 
Concept #2: 
Alternative A
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Wye Road Opportunity Area—
Preliminary Concept #3

 Roundabout with one 
“free”/protected right 
turn (Southbound US 
395). 

 Wye Road alignment is 
changed, expanded Y 
area 

 Land acquisition required 
(shifted right of way)

 Allows opportunity for re‐
purposed bend

Source: Feasibility Study Report for “Bishop Wye Traffic Circulation 
Improvement” (Alternative 3), June, 2009.



October 19, 2016

Wye Road Opportunity Area—
Preliminary Concept #3

Preliminary 
Concept #3: 
Alternative B



October 19, 2016

Wye Road Opportunity Area—
Preliminary Concept #3

Preliminary 
Concept #2: 
Alternative C
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Tri‐County Fairgrounds Proposed Access

 Re‐purposed bend
 Public automobile and truck 

parking
 Multi‐use trail connectivity
 Two additional Fairgrounds 

gateway entrances


