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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this Biological Report is to review the proposed action of filing a tentative tract map
in Inyo County in sufficient detail to determine if (a) any species listed by the US Fish and Wildlife
Service or the State of California as endangered or threatened, any state-listed sensitive species,
and any species of concern to the California Department of Fish and Game are present within the
Kemp Ranch project area, and (b) if the proposed action may affect any such species if found to be
present on the property.

This Biological Report has been prepared by a qualified biologist/botanist as a baseline study to
support the Environmental Initial Study and address the biological components of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements.

2.0 PROPOSED ACTION

The proposed action is to obtain approval from Inyo County for a tentative tract map for ten 2.5-
acre parcels along Indian Springs Drive, two 2.5-acre parcels along Tuttle Creek Road, and one 1-
acre fire parcel along Tuttle Creek Road, as shown in Figure 1. The proposed zoning is consistent
with the adjacent property on the north side of Indian Springs Road. The remainder of parcel 26-
150-06, approximately 150 acres, would remain in agriculture.

3.0 PROJECT AREA LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The proposed project is on the Kemp Ranch located near the communities of Lone Pine and
Alabama Hills as shown in Figure 2. The project area is at the southeast corner of the
intersection of Tultle Creek Road and Indian Springs Drive on an existing parcel of private
property in Inyo County, California (APN 26-150-06). The parcel is located within the NE 4, NE
Y, Section 7, T 16S, R 36E. As shown in Figure 3, the proposed project area is surrounded on
the east and south by additional Kemp Ranch land, by the Los Angeles Department of Water
and Power (LADWP) property to the west, and by privately owned, rural residential medium
density parcels to the north. The historical use of the property has been private, unimproved
rangeland.

The proposed project area lies on the west side of the Owens Valley at an elevation of
approximately 1,400 meters (4,590 feet) above sea level. Mean annual precipitation is six to
eight inches. There are no perennial streams, springs, or surface water within the proposed
project area. Several shallow, constructed swales on the property appear to be remnants from
past water spreading practices. Overland drainage intermittently flows west to east across the
property.
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Figure 1. Proposed Tentative Tract Map for the Kemp Ranch Project.
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