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FROM: Inyo County Planning Department
FOR THE BOARD MEETING OF: January 21, 2014

SUBJECT: Multiple Fish and Wildlife Endangered Species Proposals and Designation of Critical
Habitat in Inyo County.

RECOMMENDATION: Review draft correspondence to the Secretary Jewell, U.S. Department of the
Interior, requesting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service analysis of the cumulative socioeconomic impacts
associated with multiple forthcoming proposals to list species as endangered and to designate critical habitat
within Inyo County, and authorize the Chair to sign correspondence in regards thereto.

SUMMARY DISCUSSION: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is proposing to list eight species as
endangered, with associated critical habitat, in Inyo County. The FWS is also proposing to list dozens of
additional species as endangered in adjacent counties in California and Nevada. The proposed listings may
have socioeconomic impacts on Inyo County.

Species proposed for listing in Inyo County include: the Armagosa Tryonia, Mohave Ground Squirrel,
Mojave Fringe-Toed Lizard, Nevares Spring Naucorid Bug, Mono Basin Sage Grouse, Sierra Nevada
Yellow Legged Frog, Yosemite Toad, and Western Billed Cuckoo.

The economic impacts of each of these listings will be considered individually and in isolation from the
other proposals by the FWS, despite the potential for overlapping and cumulative impacts to Inyo County.
The correspondence requests the FWS provide analysis of the cumulative impacts to Inyo County that may
result from multiple endangered species listing and extensive designation of critical habitat.

These proposals are the result of a settlement agreement established in Center for Biological Diversity v.
Salazar. A full list of species proposed to be listed as part of the settlement can be found at:
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/species_agreement/.

ALTERNATIVES: The Board could direct changes to the correspondence, or not submit correspondence.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: Department of Interior, U.S. National Park Service; other
agencies with jurisdiction (U.S. Forest Service, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, etc.);
neighboring Counties.

FINANCING: General funds are utilized to monitor federal rule making.
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1. Draft Correspondence to the Secretary Jewell, U.S. Department of the Interior

2. List of species proposed for listing as threatened or endangered in California and Nevada,
as a result of the settlement agreement established in Center for Biological Diversity v.
Salazar



